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Cisco Academy for people who are blind or Vision Impaired (CAVI)
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	The Future is Yours.

Gain the Knowledge and Get the Skills for a HiGH-Tech Career Today.

	


Students interested in expanding their IT knowledge or starting a career in the high-tech industry will find what they are looking for in the Cisco Networking Academy Program at the Association for the Blind of Western Australia.  Not only will students have access to IT content written by a team of IT education experts, they will also be exposed to a rich learning experience through online media and hands-on labs. The Academy program includes web-based courses complete with engaging activities such as animated simulations, video, and interactive quizzes, along with valuable hands-on lab exercises for real world experience. 
Background

In 2007 the first CISCO training academy for people who are blind or vision impaired (CAVI) was established in Australia by Curtin University and the Association for the Blind of Western Australia, with funding provided by the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations in Australia.  It is the first of its kind in the world.

The Academy operates from within the Industry Skills Centre at the Association for the Blind and provides the option of attending formal classes on two days per week for local students, or participating online.    CAVI operates on Wednesdays and Fridays for 40 weeks throughout the calendar year and training is delivered in a format that is accessible to people with vision impairment. 

Entrance requirements

To be eligible for entry to training, you must have reasonable literacy skills (equivalent English at age 16 years) and be able to use assistive technology to access a computer.  Assistive technology skills must be well developed to ensure that you are able to fully utilise the online and electronic resources.  

Content

The Academy currently has three courses available in an accessible format:

· IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software
This course provides a comprehensive overview of computer fundamentals and an introduction to advanced concepts.  It is intended for people who wish to pursue careers in IT and gain practical knowledge of how a computer works.  At the end of this course, you should be able to:

· 
Describe the internal components of a computer

· Assemble a computer system

· Install an operating system

· Troubleshoot using system tools and diagnostic software

· Connect computers to the Internet

· Share resources in a networked environment
· IT Essentials 2: Network Operating Systems
This is an intensive introduction to multi-user, multi-tasking network operating systems.  It provides an overview of network operating systems and specifically covers the Linux Red Hat Network operating system.  The course provides a stepping stone to help prepare students for challenging careers such as skilled hardware support professional.  At the end of this course, you should be able to:

· Configure network services, including basic network security and troubleshooting

· Use fundamental command-line features of the Linux environment including file system navigation, file permissions, the vi text editor, command shells and basic network use

· Explore GUI features including Applications Manager, Text Editor, printing and mail

· Perform basic administrative tasks with Windows 2000
· CCNA Discovery 
This course teaches networking covering the types of practical networks students may encounter, from simple home or small office networks to more complex enterprise models.  Students learn the technical skills and soft skills need to succeed in entry-level networking professions such as a network installer, help desk technician, pre-sales support technician or network technician.  CCNA Discovery also provides an introduction to advanced technologies such as voice, video, wireless and security.  The curriculum is composed of four courses:
· Networking for Home and Small Businesses

· Working at a Small-to-Medium business or ISP

· Introducing Routing and Switching in the Enterprise

· Designing and Supporting Computer Networks

2009 Timetable

The academic year is split into two Semesters:

Semester 1 - Wednesday 4 February to Friday 3 July
Semester 2 - Wednesday 22 July to Friday 18 December
Fees
On acceptance of enrolment, students will be invoiced AU$75 per semester to study with CAVI.

Application for enrolment

Application for entry to study with CAVI must be made by completing an application form.  
For application forms or further information, please contact :
Customer Services Officer, TEIS
61 Kitchener Avenue, Victoria Park, WA, Australia, 6100

(+61) 08 6222 4904
Fax (+61) 9361 8696

Email:  teis@guidedogswa.com.au
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